Marines and Medicine:

How Two Leathernecks Became Doctors,
Fast Friends after World War 11

By Valerie Leman

ceond Lieutenant Craig B. Leman and Magor David

I Klewer served in the Pacific theater during

Waorld War IT and later became physicians and
colleagues. They were exemplary Marine officers and
brilliant dectors who forever adhered to the principles
of lowvalty, integrity, and collepsality that served them
well inthe Corps. Thear path to the military and medical
careers were very different, ved they shared common
values and interests throughout theer long lives

They met after the war, a5 students at Harvard Medical
School, recognizing each other as veterans by the Silver
Star inskgnia each customarnby wore. Eliewer, an aviator
asagned to Marme Fighting Squadron (WME) 211, had
been a prisoner of war in Japan from 1941 1o 19495
Each PO was allowed to send out a few letters on a
atrict schedule, and Kliewer used one of his lo write
to Harvard Medical School, requesting admisseon. [ts
admzgions officers provisionally accepted him, adding
that he should come see them when he was released
He was admitted and, eventually, be joimed Leman and
others in & group practice in Corvallis, Ove

Leman conssdered B Liewer 1obe his closest frend i
civilian life. After Kliewer's death, Leman wrote this
message to the Bamilies of each:

"I met Dave Kliewer 6 vears ago at Harvard Medical
School, and we were friends [unti]] he died two years ago
Every Chnistenas, | think of his Chrstmas in 1941 on Wake
Island where he had just been captured by Japanese soldiers
who had overrun his position defending the beach, and his
Christrns of 1942, 43, and 44 which he sperd in prison in Japan
Afthouph he loat about 30 pounds and sequired tuberculosis,
he survived, finished his pre-med course at O3C, and entered
miedscal school a vear after his release.

“We practiced together at the Corvallis Clinic, and he was
phyaician tomy famaly. Abowl 30 years ago [ gave him a box
of Japaness mandarin oranges as a Christmas gift. He told me
that they had spectal meaning for him. Late in the war, with
Japan blockaded and near starvateon, the POWs, who were
at the very end of the food chain, were in dire straits. The
International Red Cross sent him a box of mandarin oranges
The cther POWs asked Dave to divide them up equally, so that
each prisoner had a few segments. He saved the orange pesls,
shredded them, divided up the feagments, and cach prisoner
used them to sprinkle on s tood, a few shreds at a time, tll
they were gone

“Every Christmas [ viaualze this scene in the cold snowy
meumnaimns of Honsho in the barbed wire stockade. And [ give
thanks™
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Marine wveterans Indlt Cralg B, Leman, left, and Maj David D. Ellewer,
right, met each other at Harvard Medical School after serving in Ww il,
They later worked tagether as physicians at The Corvallis inke in
Carvallis, Ore.

From POW Lo Physician

Dravid Kliewer grew up in the Mennonite faith in Montana,
where his parenis were missionarses on a reservaton. Both he
and his brother Paul wanted (o become doctors, but during the
Drepression, there was no money o pay for further education.
When K liewer graduated from college in Wheaton, T11, he and
his brother Aipped o coin to see who would get a jobs to eam
momey Lo put the other through medseal schood, upon whisch, the
other would return the Favor. His brother won the toss, so Eliewer
decided to train as a pilot, poming the mlitary i 1939, Whale
Paul became a physician, Dave became a fighter pilot Aving
Grumman F3F and F4F Wibkdeat arcratt. He completed traiming
in December 1940 and was azsigned as a second leeutenant to
VMF-211 at Peard Harbor. Acrnial and combat training were
underway, bul he wasn't aware of the imminent feeling that
WAT Wias Coming,

OnMoy, 28, 199, his 65-man sguadron recerved secret orders
to go on fleet maneuvers to Wake Island, where there was a
limited garrison consisting of Marines and civilian construction
winkera. By then, the pilots had orders 1o shoot down any enemy
planes encountered. Four days after the squadren armved on
Wake, the Japancse attacked the 1sland. K hewer estimated that
about half of his unit was bost, as well as seven or eight of their
12 aircraft. Despite the casualties, the Mannes repulsed the
first pitack, and for the nexdt week, the remaining pilods flew
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David D, Kewer (below) enlicted in the
Muarine Corpain 1939 and was assigned
to VMF-211, stationed at Pearl Harbor
and Wake Bland, He was captured on
Wake and spent several years as a POW
in Japan [lefth, In this photo, he iz at the
far right in the back row,

O PETEKLEWER
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patrols. O Diec. 15, 19491 B Liewner was ona solitary patrod when
he dive-bombed and sank a Japanese submarine. This action
earned him a Salver Star.

Soon, the Japanese began a second attack on Wake, and the
Marmes god word that no relief was coming. Klewer later
explained in his Library of Congress oral history interview that
traimng required them to fight to the last man, and that he as a
pilot kad to become an infantry Marine,
fior which be had recenved no training. On
Diec. 23, he and three enlisted men took
up a post at the end of the rumway close to
the beach, with the mission of blowing up
the airfield if the Japanese planes landed.
Brutal hand-to-hand combat erswed. The
moment i memorialized ina dsplay at
the Mational Manne Corps BMuseum in
Triangle, Va,

One of Kliewer's enlisted men smd
to him, “Mever surrender, Lieutenant.
Marines don’t surrender” Soon they saw
a group carrying a white Hag walking
dowmn thee beach, but they thought it could
be a hoax and shot at them. However,
as the group gof closer, Kliewer heard
his commanding officer, Major James
Drevereaus, shoutimg orders to surrender,
and they turned over their weapons and
were captured, They learned that the
Japancse high commander offshore over-
ruled the desire of the invading forces o execule the prisoners,
probably because e thought it would be better propaganda for
the Japanese to take prisoners.

Shortly after being taken prisoner, Klsewer became ill with
typhoid but recovered.

Aldtera few davs, all the ambulatory prisoners were iransported
in the hold of a passenger boat to Yokohama, threatened with
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S I!|1f:3r SAW a group
carrying a white flag
walking down the beach,
but they thought it could
be a hoax and shot at
them. However, as the
group got closer, Kliewer
heard his commanding
officer, Major James
Devercaux, shouting

orders to surrender.

death if they talked or moved withowt permission. When they
arrived on Jan, 12, 1942, most of the enlisted passengers were
sent o prison camps in China, But B liewerand 11 fellow officers
were kept in the Tokyo Bay area, where they endured brutal
interrogation by Japancse pilois. They were told that if they
didn’t reveal all that they knew, they would be killed, since no
one, including the Ked Cross, even knew they werne prisoners.
Althoasgh K lewer was mistakenky identi-
fied as the communicationz officer, he
had no information to gree and gave mone,
He was stunned when his commanding
officer, Captain Putnam, had the bravado
o it bims ot as the pilot who had sunl:
the Japanese submanmne The Japanese
pilots asked him a lot of questions abowt
that. Later, the POWs were marched
arcund on display 1n Tokyo streets and
taken fo schoels to sing for schoolchildren
("Home on the Range™ was a particular
requeest)

Elewer and the others were taken to
ancther camp on a southern island of
Japan, where they met other POWs
browz bt in from Guam, incheding Britush
and Dutch mildary personnel, mostly
afficers. B liewer worked in the dispen-
sary with one of the other POWSs, aMNavy
doctor, who told him that he ought 1o
pursue his goal of becoming a doctor and
should apply io Harvard Medical School. They had a few books
and conducted a few classes, although the suthonties discouraged
this. Bed Cross packages came periodscally, and Elewer traded
his portions of cigarettes or rice for a Bibke, a calculus book,
and a copy of “Gray’s Anatomy” After about two yvears, he
comvinced cne of the more humane camp officials tooallow the
prisoners to raise rabbits to supplement the prisoners’ meager
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rice dect. He later credited the POAWs" malsary discapline, -
cluding maintaining a chain of command, for stayving alive and
unified. On principle, he refused to sign a pledge that he would

not try to escape—until he and the few other holdowts agreed
that they would die of starvation with the reduced rations they
recerved as punishment

Toward the end of the war, the prisoners got bits of news of

the Alhed progress in the Philippimes and elsewhere (rom the
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After being invited to join the group practice in Corvallis,
e, in 1961, David D. Kliewer, left, worked as a physician
until retiring in 1984,

enligted POWs who were serving as stevedores at the docks
They saw L5 bombers fyving overhead and anticipated that
they mizht be kilked in bom birg raids or from starvation, since
food was becoming scarce. They were then taken to a didferen
camp and told that something terrible had happened. When
they learned that the emperor kad surrendered after the bombs
wiere dropped, they ueed toothpaste to write “POW™ on the
raads of their camp buildings and recenved food dropped from
Alled arplanes,

Soon a Tih Cavalry unit took them by train to the coast foe
debriefing. After being deloused and having showered, Klieswer
started oot for the next station while stil] naked . Alorg the way
hiz et General Dowglas MacArthur, who asked, = Young man,
what eanwe do for you?” He said that he wanted an American
newspaper and cigar o enfoy on an American toalet He god
them. The Marine Corps conveyed ina telegram £o has parents
in Cregon that he was alive and safe, “praise be to God ™ They
had been told tor years only that he was mizsing in action

Durimng his so mosiths of heapatalization for recovery, Kliewer
finshed his pre-med course at then-Oregon State College and
entered Harvard Medical School a vear after has release, Other
than having to take a yvear ofl for treatment for tuberculosas,
which he acquired m the POW camp, he successfully completed
his studies and served as an mdernal medicine doctor in Hawaii
[ 1961, Leman contacted him and inv ited him (o jon the group
practice in Corvallis. There, e specmlized in hematobogy and
orcology untl his retarement m 1984, The doctor who succeeded
b quipped, “Tt 15 not sasy replacing the greatest doctor whao
ever lived.”

A sketch by Craig B. Leman, depicting the
Battle of lwo Jima.
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Marines landing on hwe Jima, Feb, 19, 1945, Cralg B. Leman was among a group of lieutenants who were sent to exhausbed rifle

companies a2 replacement afficers.

Leaning into Leadership

Leman grew up in Chicaga, [, the
son of a World War I veteran of the Army
Aur Corps, and a panist. As a college
studrit st the cuteet of WW IT, he enlsted
in the Mavys V-12 program, which ulti-
mately led ham fo the Manne Corps
apecial Offwer Candidates School
(SOCE) This was a unigue form of offi-
cer training for USMC rifle platoon
leaders in 19494, which utilized a “need-
to-know,” condensed combat format of
instrection

The Cruantico, Va., OCS lacked the
capacity needed at the time, so the 50CS
at Camp Lejeune, M.C., took in 430 can-
didates i July 1944 to be com mitssioned
as second heutenants. They began rig-
orous field training by MODs and officers who were surviviors
of garlier Pacific campaigns, who hamm ered into ther students’
heads, “Lead® Lead! Lead! That's what vou're paid forl™ After
11 weeks of intenamwe training, some of the class washed out
and returned to FFC status, bt 333 of them gradusted as second
Bewtenants on Sept. 30, 1944 The 3005 program was desbanded,
and they were the oaly officers ever to be comymissioned in that
way.

“Foughly half of us went to Iwo Jima, half 1o Okimewa—48 of
s were killed and 153 wounded. Seme of us joined and traimed
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“1 was in the latter group.
I landed on Iwo Jima on
Hed Beach 2 as leader of
a shore party platoon at
H+z on D-day and spent

the first dil}'.‘i on the
beach, unloading landing
craft and stowing gear
and supplies.”

—Craig B. Leman

with assaull unils before they landed,
others joined shore party and supply
units for their first few dayvs of combat,
and then were transferred to depleted
agsault units as replacements for officer
casualties,” recalled Leman

“I was in the latter group, | landed on
Iwo Jima on Red Beach 2 as leader of
& shore party platoon at H+2 on D-day
and spent the first davs on the beach,
unloading landing craft and stowing
gear amd supplies. On D10, 10 of us
liewtenants were sent 1o exhausted rifle
companies & replacement officers. In the
next two weeks, all 1000f us were killed
or woumded ™

BONCE class mem bers earned 6] battle
cilations, including six Navy Crosses,
16 Silver Stars, 27 Bronze Stars, and many Purple Hearts
Leman recerved the Silver Star for his actions on March 8, 1945,
as a rifle platoon leader. After a cave explosion, he brought
together the uninjured remnants of his platoon and two others
to presa forward in the attack. The enemiy had no opportunity
to counteraitack in whal was then a very weak spot i the lmes
A smiper shot Leman through Ris helmet into the back of his
nieck, but he refused 1o be evacusated untl his umits were dug
in for the night and under a new leader. He was treated at the
division hospital and evacuated
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While attending medical school, Craig B. Leman visited re-
covering veterans and attributes his interest in medicine to
his expenence in the Marine Corps and on lwo Jima.

After recuperating inGuam, Leman rejoined the 5th Marine
D ision at Camp Tarawa on the Big 1sland of Hawai, to prepare
for the invasion of Japan. After the surrender, he served in Palau
and then was discharged in March 1946, Leman immediately
fulfilled a pact he had made with three of his classmates at
SOCE, im late POl —that famy of tham were killed, the survivor
wou|d visit the bereaved Eamalies to tell them about their son's
last vear, Trapnsand planes in Los Angeles were booked at the
ume, a0 he hitchhiked to Arizona to spend an emotional night
with the family of one such classmate, and then to Lowsiana
1o see the family of ancther

Leman returmed to the Unwersiy of Chicago in 19446 to finsh
his history degree and then earned admission to Harvard Medscal
School. While still inschool and medical traiming, Leman visited
fellow recovering veterans in hospials, beginning a pattern of
atriving hard to keep up his ties with the men weth whom he
aerved

“I had thought about becomimg a doctor before the war, but had

This is the helmat that was wom by Craig B. Leman when he
wai thot in the back of the neck by a sniper while on lwe Jirma,
He survived and was treated at the division hespiral,
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Craig B. Leman trained with the SthiMarDiv at Camp Tarawa,
Hawaii, to prepare for an invasion of lapan,

never really made the decision, as [ felt it was improper for me
to o 1o meducal schood while Wordd War Il was going on, and |
felt that if [ survived, I would be too old. 1 was very pleasanthy
surprised when the War ended when it did, and T could go 1o
pre-med at the University of Chicago, and to medical school
Harvard,” Leman wrobe ina 1985 letter 1o a voung colleague

“I think the reason | chose surgery was because of my exper-
wence on Iwo Jima, and in particular the sgght of apparenthy
dying men coming back from the fromt gray and i shock, and
heing transfused and them going back to the operating room
amnd coming back several hours later very much alive and pink
and obviously goang to live. Surgery attracted me then, and |
have never been sorry,” he continued

After Leman retired from his surgical practice, he had more
teme 1o engage 10 correspondence and v isss with Fellow veteran
hannes, near and far He wanted to make sure that the relatives
of the fallen knew their stories, and he corresponded with many
who wrede him to sk about service in the Marines

Auther
Valerie Laman
holding a
Japaness
flag. Valere is
the daughter
of Craig B,
Leman and

is a board
member of

_ the 5th Marine
7 Diviglon

- Association,

% the same

= division that

- herfather

£ gerved In,
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Common Interests

Throughout their careers, both Leman
and Kliewer were strong supporters of
commiunity public health and humanitanan
causes, speaking cul in newspaper articles
on current attairs that imvolved 1ssues of
war, inchuding the humane treatment of
POWs, They worked closely on founding
a local hoapece nonprofit organization, as
well as anti-lobacco work and improving
patsent care. Each had sons who became
doctors, and Kliewer's daughter became
a nur=e, Blwewer and his wife Jean were
carly proponents of the local Habaat for
Humamnty. She poked that she would help
Diave om all his pubhc health and oiher
campaigns, and her reward “was to be
taken to a Mennonite conference.”

In a 1985 clinic newsletter, Kliewer
profiled his friend and fellow Marime
veteran Leman, who was president of the
local hospital's medical stafT at the time,
writing, “Infensity is an apt description of
everyvihing that Craig does, whether it 15
Fwimming running, playing the piano or
the practice of medscine. You will not see
him on the roadway with other jopzers,
for he boves b run over the countryside
over fences, across swamps and through
poison cak patehes.”

Leman and Eliewer each made a pomnt
of returning 1o the sites of their wartime experiences as a means
of demonstrating that healmg and reconciliation were possiblbe
and would be beneficial for all. Kliewer never abandoned the
pacifist principles he had learned growing up as a Mennonite,
but e was also proud of being a Marine.
He struggled with the knowledge that he
had caused the death of enemy soldiers.
His experience asa POVW taught him im-
poriant lessons about hope, defermination,
and livirg every day fully. When he was
12 years old, he attended a conterence
in Hiroshima held by the International
Physicians for the Prevention of Muclear
War, He also visited the sties of two of
the prison camps where he had been held,
finding that one had been turned 1Mo a
high school and one into a ski resor, and
miet a few of the people who had worked
at the camps. They repoaced together that
both of the campa had been turned to
peaceful purposes, “swords indo plow-
shares.”

Leman returned to lwo hma for Japa-
nese-American Reunions of Honor in 1985 and 1995, recalling
ina 1985 Cvegomian newspaper article: 1 lost many of my best
friends at Iwo. My resentment toward the Japanese was
consuming. However, the occupation of Japan six months later
gave me the opportunity tomeet Japanese civilians and to learn
that they were human beings like us. [f anyvone had told me
then that | would ever return to Iwo Jima for a joint memocrzal
service with the Japanese survivers to honor the dead of both
gides, | would have thought that person insanc. How was 1 o
know, im 1945, that the day would eome when the Fapanese and

el mnca-racinesaig leaihe coeck

Leman and Kliewer ecach
made a point of returning
to the sites of their
wartime experiences as a
means of demonstrating
that healing and
reconci liation were
possible and would be
heneficial for all.
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Germans would be our friends, and that our allies—the
Eussians—would notT As a surgeon, | have treated patients of
many nationalities and have worked wnth surgeons from many
countries ... | know our common humanity; 1 hope we can
lzarn from our past”™

Consistent with his principles, his
farmily has returmed to the Obon Socicty
the Japanese batthe flag that he kept for
MEny Years.

I his 2001 ewermode, Leman incloded
his observations of post-traumatic stress
dizorder. "PTSD k= a term that had not
been mvented m 19496, and [ coped with
my contirued anger at the Japanese and
my distress of the destruction of so many
friends as best [ could” he wrote, “The
persen who did most to cure me of my
antipathy toward the Japanese was a
feltow physician whom [ met in medical
schood, K llewer ... Fifteen years after the
war we siaved up all night talking abouw
our experiences, his humane, forgiving
attitude, after endunmg far more suffenmg
at their hiands than [ had, helped me (o overcome the anguizh
and bitterness that had afflicted me. These are just a few of the
comrades whose memaory 1 honor”

Author’s bio: Valerie Lenran s e doenghter of Dr, Craig B
Leman, who was a longtime member of the Jth Marine Division.
A retived judictal altormey i Savt Diego, Calil she ix on e
board af the Fifh Mavine Divison Associalion and 15 a hisiory
bufwho often writes arficles abont her fafher s military service,
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Craig B, Leman, left, and David D. Kliewer, rght, often spoke about their war exper-
iences and other related issues, iInduding the humane treatrment of FOWs,
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